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One of the most grueling tasks connected with mining in Keetley 
was hauling ore to Heber City before the railroad came to the area. Loads 
were weighed in at John A. Fortie’s weighing station, and then the team- 
sters drove the distance to Heber’s railroad depot. Some of the teamsters. 
who shared the difficult assignment were James Provost, William Provost, 
William D. Murray, Bert Murray, John (Jack) Casper, Tom Harper, Craig 
Fisher, Ewing Peterson, Henry Clegg, John Noakes, Frank Hicken, 
George Giles, Hyrum Winterton, Theodore Jasperson, Moroni Casper, 
Ray Davis, Leland Wootton, Addison O. Moulton, Henry Baird, Alwin 
Baird, John (Jack) Turner, Tom Rasband, Don Rasband, Arthur Moulton, 
Ernest Hicken, David Murdock, Clifford McDonald, Otto McDonald, 
and William Holmes. font 

Depressed mining conditions in recent years have resulted in a slow- 
ing down at Keetley. Many families have moved away, but the community 
is far from a “ghost town.” Those who have remained carry on an active 
life in working at the mines, engaging in farming and operating the motel 
and other businesses along much traveled U.S. Highway 400 

The intrigue of prospecting for gold and other precious metals will 
probably keep Keetley alive forever. The fortunes that have been lost 
in fruitless shafts and barren tracts will never discourage some from be- 
lieving that there are still new fortunes to be made. i. 

Typical of this is the case of “Pete” Johnson, who prospected for 
years in Dutch Canyon. About 1923 he proposed to some fellow miners at 
the Park Utah that they join together in a prospecting venture. Roy Lenzi, 
George Olson, Lee Johnson, Charles Smith and Bert Lindsay agreed to 
grub-stake “Pete” in his efforts to find ore. f 

For more than a quarter of a century the claimants referred to their 
claim as the “Lost Capital of Poverty Gulch.” However, in recent years 
“Pete” passed away, and when his estate was settled the claim was sold 
to the New Park Mining Company, and each of the participants received at 
least double their original investment. 

With many others, they still believe that gold lies concealed in “them 
thar hills!” T 


